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Editorial. 


THAT OOMMISSION 
That last National Conference appointed 
a commission of ten members for the pur- 
pose of devising sorae plan of expediency 
for the government of our general church. 
Sometime since the Editor called the at- 
tention of the members to the duty before 
thera. I have been waiting since then to 
hear from some of the other members of 
that body through the Evangelist. But 
so far nothing has appeared. Though 
perhaps the youngest meraber of the com- 
rÉttee I shall take the privilege afforded 
me by the Editor to say a few things in 
reference lo our work. 


Importance. — I have felt the import- 
ance of the work committed to our hands 
morè and morè as I have contemplated 
the reports sent to me before and since 
the last General Conference. Those re- 
ports, while in themain ourchurchesshow 
a fair growth and a commendable spirit, 
convince me that in order to hold the 
ground we have already occupied we must 
devise sorae way by which we may be able 
to assist the weaker churches. Another 
reason why this work seems to be import- 
ant to me is found in the positíon we oc- 
cupy in refeience to certain fundamental 
doctrines. If the peculiar doctrines 
which we profess are worth perpetuating 
at all, then it seems to me to be the part 
of wisdom to employ every means at our 
hands and to pursue such a course as 
would assure us of the greatest succ%ss. 

Constitutional Conventions with their 
committees spend months in delibera- 
tions. How much morè important that 
this committee, which indeed, has even a 
morè difficult task to perform and higher 
obligations to fulfil, should meet and 
spend at least a week in deliberation be- 
fore called upon to make a report. 

Creed. — This commission need not 
concern itself about making a creed. Our 
conferences have said all that need be 
said as to the articles of our faith. Our 
positíon is gen»rally pretty well under- 
stood. No fears need be entertained by 
anyone along this line. 

Conferences. — The present plau of 
holding State and National Conferences is 


the creation of tht church herself. Some 
of the rules governing our conferences 
have been made as far back as the Gen- 
eral Conference in 1887. I presurae all 
will admit that we have notarrived at just 
the best plan of conducting our business, 
either as to the State or National Confer- 
ences. Now why not devise a plan mak- 
ing careful and complete arrangements 
for the organisation of both State and 
and National Conferences. The privileg- 
es and duties of each should be carefully 
defined. I only make a suggestion as to 
our conferences, but it seems to me that 
we might as well have a good system up- 
on which to work along this line as the 
present unsatisfactory and indefraite 
plan. 

Pastorial Sui'plv. — Another thing that 
needs consideration is that of supplying 
our churches with qualified pastors. We 
can only hope to hold the ground already 
occupied by our people under the care ' 
and efficient work of a well prepared con- 
secrated pastor. The fact of the matter 
is that entirely too many of our congrega- 
tions have no pastorial work at all. Per- 
haps because they are too weak or too 
far removed from adjoining churches. No 
congregation can be long prosperous and 
do the work belonging to every organized 
church without a pastor. It seems to me 
that it is clearly the duty of the stronger 
and better equipped congregations to as- 
sist those that are weaker and unable to 
take care of themselves. This can only 
be satisfactorily done when taken in hand 
by the State Conferences. I believe that 
the experience of the past shows that 
those denominations which have taken 
care of their churches, both by pastorial 
supply and general oversight, have made 
the greatest progress and are to-day the 
most successful in prosecuting their work. 
For my part I am convinced that a modi- 
fied itinerant system of ministeral supply 
could be adopted by our people without 
very much abridgement of congregational 
rights. 

General Sui'Ervision ok Churches. 
— From what I have already said in this 
article it can be inferred that I believe in 
the general supervisionof all the churches 
in a distríct. At present one man could 
take care of all the churches in Ohio,look 
after the interest of each one, visit new 
fields, direct the mission work, and vari- 
ous other departments of church work 
which would naturally fall to him. We 
could call such a man our State evangel- 
ist. I think such a plan would be sup- 
ported by Scripture as well as by experi- 
ence. 

As a member of this commission I shall 
be subject to the call of the President for 


a meeting. I shall make an efltort if a 
meeting should be called to attend it at 
any place. Perhaps these few scalteied 
remarks will be helpful in bringing out 
the ideas of members of the committee as 
well as others. 

J. A. MlLLER. 


HOMEWARD BOUND. 
The following from the Los Angelts 
Herald, givíng an account of the unex- 
pected meeting of brother D. L. Miller 
and H. R. Holsinger will be of interest to 
our readers: — 

Among the passengers who arrived on 
the Southern Pacific overland traín yes- 
terday afternoon from San Francisco were 
Elder D. L. Miller and wife of Ift Mor- 
ris, 111., who are on the homestretch of a 
trip around the world, and Elder H. R. 
Holsinger and wife of Amador county, 
Cal., who are en route to Pennsylvania to 
visit relatives. 

Elder Miller is the most distinguished 
traveler and author in the German Bap- 
tist (Dunkard) church. Besides being a 
widely traveled man and author of several 
books of travel and religiou that have en- 
joyed a large sale, he is a preacher of 
note, editor of the Gospel Messenger, the 
principal òrgan of the Dunkard denomina- 
tion, and a teacher in the affairs of that 
church. 

Elder Holsinger is known as the father 
of that Church of the Brethren, or pro- 
gressi ve branch of the Dunkards. He for 
many years held the same positíon, rela- 
tively, in the old Dunkard church that 
Elder Miller holds now. As editor and 
preacher he was Elder Miller's preceptor 
when the latter was yet a young man. On 
account of his liberal views and teachings 
Elder Holsinger was excomrounicaled by 
the old-line Dunkards about a decade and 
a half ago, and he thereupon organized a 
new denomination known by the simple 
title of the Brethren, Progressive Dunk- 
ards, whose articles of faith are the same 
as those of the raother church, but less 
strict with regardto thedoctrine of "non- 
conformity with the world." 

AHhough laboring apart since the split 
in the church, Elders Holsinger and Mil- 
ler have remained the firmest of friends, 
and each would go out of his way a day's 
journey to meet the other if they had not 
met for any considerable time. It was 
purely by accident, however, that they 
came together yesterday and the meeting 
had something of pathos, if not romance, 
about it. It came about in this wise : 

Elder Holsinger, broken down inhealth 
and fortune, after morè than threescore 
years of labor in the Master's vineyard, 
was forced to give up the ministry, and in 


